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8:30 am-3:30 pm

Anoka County Master Gardener Program

Class Descriptions (All Gardening Levels)
Opening Session, 8:30-9:40am
1A)

The American Rose Trials for Sustainability (A.R.T.S.) Program and Winning Rose Cultivars, Dr. David Zlesak

A.R.T.S. is a group of public horticulturists, rosarians, university scientists, extension
specialists and other green industry professionals that have joined forces to identify the
most sustainable, hardy, pest-resistant, and beautiful rose cultivars for US landscapes and
gardens. Using scientific methodology to assess performance, roses earn A.R.T.S. awards
on a regional basis, and roses earning four or more regional awards are designated
as A.R.T.S. Master Roses, the highest award the program gives. David will share the story
and unique strengths of this program he helped start after the disbanding of the old AARS
program in 2012 and will highlight A.R.T.S. winners and other strong cultivars for
Minnesota gardens
Dr. David Zlesak is a Professor of Horticulture at the University of Wisconsin-River Falls. He has been breeding roses and other plants for adaptation to the
upper Midwest since 1984. He has cultivars of roses, ninebark, heliopsis, and ageratum on the market. He works with the American Rose Trials for
Sustainability and Earth-Kind Rose Trialing programs and works with colleagues characterizing new rose viruses and resistance genes to rose black spot.
Session 2, 10:00-11:00 am

2A) Herbs & Spices: For Food and Other
Uses
Shirley Mah Kooyman

Many herbs and spices are used in cooking
because of their aromatic oils, but some are also
used for health due to their medicinal properties.
Gain the knowledge of which herbs and spices
are utilized and how they’re used. You may be
surprised to learn that some of these have been
lurking all this time in your kitchen cupboard with
multiple purposes beyond cooking.
Shirley is a botanist with a specialty in plant
taxonomy. She worked at the MN Landscape
Arboretum for 25 years and was the Adult
Education Manager there for 2 decades. She
has lectured on numerous botanical and
horticultural topics to many different groups.

2B) Lilies: Jewels of the Gardens
Barbara Ronningen

This presentation will discuss what is a lily
(genus Lilium), the nine divisions of lilies, how to
grow beautiful lilies, using lilies in the landscape
and how to deal with problems that may arise
with your lilies. Also a discussion of how to
propagate lilies as well as reliable sources of lily
bulbs for your garden
Barbara has grown lilies in her Afton garden for
about 30 years. She is a past recording
secretary of the North Star Lily Society and a
current member of the North American Lily
Society Board of Directors. She chaired the 2014
North American Lily Show held in Bloomington
this past July.

Session 2 , 10:00-11:00 am
continued

2C) Grapes for the Midwest Home Garden Environmental Studies. After a couple of
Matt Clark, UMN Assistant Professor,
internships with the MN DNR Aquatic Invasive
Grape Breeding and Enology
Species (AIS) program, she now works with
Many different grape
varieties are suitable
for Minnesota,
including those for
eating fresh, making
jams and jelly, and
for making wine.
This session will
provide descriptors
of the different
varieties available and will introduce gardeners
on how to choose the best variety. The session
will also cover site selection, and trellis options
for at home. Advice on pruning will also be
covered to help demystify this important
grapevine management practice.

Matt's research focuses on plant breeding
approaches to develop improved grape cultivars
for cold climate wine with multiple resistances so
that growers can reduce the amounts of
pesticides applied in a season.

2D) What Lurks Under the Waters?
Jessica Abarca, Anoka County AIS
Coordinator

Anoka County as their AIS Coordinator.

Session 3, 11:15-12:15 pm

3A) Fruits and Berries for Beginner to
Advanced Gardeners
Eva Knudsen, Anoka Cty Master
Gardener

Maybe you already know about strawberries,
raspberries and apples, but did you know there
are many other fruits and berries to grow in your
backyard? There are many that beginners can
grow too, or perhaps you’re just ready to try
something different but still want some success.
There are fruits grown in Minnesota that can
provide us with Vitamin C and even protein!
Learn what some of these fruits are, how to grow
them, and what to do with them after harvest.

3B) Turf Alternatives: Plants that Play
Well Under Trees When Grass Won’t
Kim Sullivan, Anoka Cty Master Gardener

Although Kim is usually teaching about healthy
lawn care, in this class she's mixing it up. Learn
why grass won't grow under trees, and get
This energetic presentation will be an overview of
inspired by alternative plants and ideas that can
different aquatic invasive species that are
be used instead
causing major problems in Minnesota. Whether
you live or recreate on a lake, pond or river, learn 3C) Buds to Bugs: Tips for
how to identify aquatic invasive species, common Photographing you Gardens
look-a-likes and how your help is needed to stop Dennis Zerwas, Jr,
the spread of new infestations.
Anoka Cty Master
Jessica attended Bemidji State University and
received a double major in Biology and

Gardener

Class Descriptions, continued
Session 3, 11:15-12:15 pm,
continued

Session 4, 1:00-2:00 pm
continued

Session 5, 2:15-3:15 pm,
continued

Whether you take photos of your garden for fun
or function, getting the results you desire can
sometimes be a challenge. Learn tips and
techniques to help you get more out of today’s
amazing photography tools. We’ll touch on
fundamental topics such as lighting, focusing,
and composing, as well as cover a few ideas on
how to best enjoy and utilize your garden
images. Regardless of your photography skill
level, or gardening skill level, there will be
something for everyone in this session. Come
join Dennis to see what results when passions
and professions collide!

cheerful pumpkins?
How about pole beans
or tall varieties of
tomatoes? This class
will describe how to
select, plant, maintain,
harvest and store many
delicious vegetables and
ornamentals that grow on vines. Have a small
garden? – No worries; with proper selection and
growing techniques most of these can be
successfully grown even in modestly sized
gardens. Topics will include squash, pumpkins,
cucumbers, pole beans, gourds and tall varieties
of peas and tomatoes.

developed originally to explain what a night
garden is and what you would need to know to
create one in your yard. Essentially a garden to
affect the senses of sight and smell, the creation
of one may also change your interaction with
insects, birds and pollinators. The presentation
covers plants that may be used for each of two
types of night gardens, how to determine what
to select for your location and then what visitors
may come. Predator-prey relationships are also
identified as well as plant selections that can
improve pollinator results.

4C) Should I Save My Ash Trees or
Replace Them?
Dave Hanson, MN DOT Vegetation
Management Specialist

In this class participants will learn the basics of
propagation methods; seeds, cuttings, division,
and layering. Learn which plants can easily
propagated and which are hard to propagate.
Also learn which are lawful to propagate. Class
time will include hands-on propagation of a
variety of plants for students to take home.

3D) Tree Pruning: It Can Be Done Right
Dave Hanson, MN DOT Vegetation
Management Specialist

Why should trees be pruned? How should trees
be pruned? To prevent future problems and
maintenance, trees in your yard should be
pruned properly. Target pruning is the accepted
method that attempts to mimic natural branch
shedding processes. We will briefly discuss
compartmentalization as it relates to tree decay;
how compartmentalization slows the decay
process and how pruning helps or fails that
process. The session is outdoors (or indoors depending on the weather!) and covers pruning
background, terminology and a demonstration.
Dress for outdoors.
Dave, is a Vegetation Management Specialist with
MnDOT, an ISA Certified Arborist and Urban Forester,
and is a former Extension Master Gardener.

Limit 25 for this workshop

Session 4, 1:00-2:00 pm

4A) Bye, Bye, deer
and Bunnies... Hello
Birds and Butterflies!
Jan Welsh, Wildlife
Education Specialist,
MN DNR and Anoka
Cty Master Gardener

As gardeners, we love to see wildlife in our yard,
just not the kind that makes you crazy when they
gobble up your plants. How can you attract the
creatures you like, and deter the ones you don’t
without breaking the bank on repellents, fencing
and other options? It helps to first understand
the biology and behaviors of the animals
involved.

4B) Vigorous Vining Vegetables
Jeff Stahmann, Anoka Cty Master
Gardener

Do you want to grow nutritious squash or

So, you have an ash tree in your yard and
emerald ash borer (EAB) is in your
neighborhood. Is it time to panic? Not quite, you
may have time and there are effective
treatments for valuable, healthy trees. But, not
every tree is healthy or valuable. In that case, it
may be time to select a new tree to replace that
ash. This presentation will cover EAB: First,
what is it and how is it controlled. Second,
determining if an ash tree is valuable and or
healthy enough to fight for. And finally, if it is
time to start over - some ideas on finding that
new tree.
Dave, is a Vegetation Management Specialist with
MnDOT, an ISA Certified Arborist and Urban Forester,
and is a former Extension Master Gardener.

4D) (same as 5D) Enjoy Your Garden
Indoors—Garden Bouquets to Make and
Take
Tiffany Hammond, AIFD, Forever Floral
Join Tiffany to learn new tips for extending the
life of your garden flowers. Along with tips on
longevity, she will share ideas on how to make
interesting bouquets to adorn your home.
Demonstration/projects will be done with fresh
cut flowers.
Material Fee: $25; Limit: 20 per class
Session 5, 2:15-3:15 pm

5A) Gardens of the Night
Dave Knapp, Anoka Cty
Master Gardener
Gardens of the Night was

5B) More than Seeds; Methods for Plant
Propagation Hands-on Workshop
Donna Aasness, Anoka Cty Master
Gardener

Material Fee: $5; Limit: 25 for this class

5C) What’s Wrong with My Plant?
John Schmidt, Anoka Cty Master
Gardener

Do you want to take your gardening to the next
level? You can learn to diagnosis and fix plant
problems yourself. This class will start with an
overview of many common, and a few not so
common, diseases and insects, plus a few
other plant disorders that can be found in your
yards and gardens. Students will then learn how
to use a very intuitive and visual UMN website
called "What's Wrong With My Plant" to
diagnosis and remedy garden issues.

5D) (same as 4D) Enjoy Your Garden
Indoors—Garden Bouquets to Make and
Take
Tiffany Hammond, AIFD, Forever Floral
See 4D for description for same class
Material Fee: $25; Limit: 20 per class
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7:45
am

Room

Oak

Session 1
8:30-9:40

1A) The American
Rose Trials for
Sustainability
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Hello Birds and
Butterflies!

5A) Gardens of the
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2B) Lilies: Jewels of
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3B) Turf Alternatives:
Plants that Play Well
Under Trees When
Grass Won’t

4B) Vigorous Vining
Vegetables

5B) More than Seeds,
Methods of Plant
Propagation Hands-on
Workshop
Matl Fee: $5
Limit 25

2C) Grapes for the
Midwest Home
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3C) Buds to Bugs:
Tips for
Photographing your
Gardens

4C) Should I save
my Ash Trees or
Replace Them?

5C) What’s Wrong with
My Plant?

3D) Tree Pruning: It
Can be Done Right
Hands-on Workshop
Limit 20

4D) Enjoy Your
Garden Indoors –
Make and Take
Garden Bouquets
Matl Fee: $25
Limit 20

5D) Enjoy Your Garden
Indoors – Make and
Take Garden Bouquets
Matl Fee: $25
Limit 20

Resource Room
No Class

Resource Room
No class

2A) Herbs & Spices:
For Food and Other
Uses

3A) Fruits and Berries
for Beginner to
Advanced Gardeners

Aspen

No class

2D) What Lurks
Under the Waters?

Cedar

Resource Room
No class

Resource Room
No Class

Resource Room
Staging Area for
Lunches

Vendor fair open during and between all sessions

How to Register

NEW! NEW! NEW!
ONLINE REGISTRATION
Copy and paste URL or click: https://z.umn.edu/3yq3
No access to the internet? No problem, call 612-3011210 and pay over the phone by credit card.
$25 per person for all 5 sessions
(Individual sessions are not sold separately)

Please register early!
Registrations are filled on a first-come, first-served basis

Online registration closes on March 29
(Sorry, no refunds if canceled after March 29)

Our registration is being hosted by the MN
Landscape Arboretum at:
https://z.umn.edu/3yq3

Classes are held at the Bunker Hills Activities
Center, 550 Bunker Lake Blvd NW, Andover, MN
55304
Registration questions call: 612-301-1210
Individual class questions call: 763-324-3498
•

•
•

The opening session is open to all. Select your
other 4 breakout preferences noted in the
dropdown boxes.
If ordering a lunch, select your lunch
preference.
Bring a bag lunch or pre-order a lunch for
$8.75 (There are no lunch concessions on site.)

Lunch Options include:
• Turkey Sandwich, chips, cookie & beverage
• Ham & Swiss Sandwich, chips, cookie & beverage
• Vegetarian Sandwich, chips, cookie & beverage

Walk-in registrations will be welcome
the day of the event at the door for $30
per person.

(Sorry, there are no gluten-free options)

Online Registration closes March 29

University of Minnesota Extension is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to its programs, facilities, and employment without regard
to race, color, creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, disability, public assistance status, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

